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Sharing History – the newest and most challenging Virtual Museum and Virtual 
Exhibitions project of MWNF. 
 
 
The Project 
 
Over the course of three years, museum curators and historians from 22 countries have 
worked together to depict, for the first time, a core period of their shared history as a 
common historical legacy that takes into account the specific perspectives of all parties. 
The results are ten international online exhibitions exploring themes of central 
importance to Arab–Ottoman–European relations in the 19th century. Emigration (in this 
case, Europeans who emigrated to North Africa and the Near East), Economy and Trade, 
Great Inventions of the 19th Century and International Exhibitions are among the themes 
agreed upon by the partners at the start of the project. The exhibitions show a rich 
spectrum of art works, documents, historical photographs and everyday objects as well as 
buildings and locations from the participating countries. Numerous objects have now 
been made accessible to the public for the first time, along with all of the material 
gathered within the framework of Sharing History that documents our common past. 
 
The project initiated by MWNF is the first attempt to specifically address Arab–Ottoman–
European history in a way that includes all parties. The research at the start of the project 
thus brought unexpected discoveries for many of the partners about the diversity and 
intensity of our relations in the 19th century and the cultural heritage documenting this 
period of our common history. A potential upon which we can build a common future, 
and an experience that bears witness to the fact that there is far more connecting us than 
we realise. 
 
Database 
 
To design the exhibitions the curators of the partner institutions had access to a database 
of 2,490 objects specially brought together for this project. Visitors to the virtual museum 
can use this database to conduct further research or compile personal collections (My 
Collection).  
 
Target Audience 
 
Sharing History is aimed not only at people with an interest in history, in particular 
students and teachers, but also at everyone in a wide range of professions – such as 
diplomacy, journalism, business or tourism – who engages with the Arab world.  

 
 

SHARING HISTORY  
PARTNER INSTITUTIONS 
 
Algeria   
Ministry of Culture, Algiers 
Austria   
Kunsthistorisches Museum, 
Vienna  
Egypt  
Bibliotheca Alexandrina, 
Alexandria 
Ministry of Antiquities, Cairo 
France    
Bibliothèque nationale de France, 
Paris  
Germany   
Museum of Islamic Art, State 
Museums, Berlin  
Greece   
Benaki Museum, Athens  
Hungary 
Eszterháza Center for Culture, 
Research and Festivals 
Italy  
Directorate General of Archives, 
Rome  
Borghese Gallery, Rome  
RomaTre University, Post 
Graduate Course in Peace Studies, 
Rome 
Jordan   
Department of Antiquities, 
Amman 
Numismatic Museum, Amman 
Lebanon  
Lebanese University, Beirut 
Macedonia  (FYROM) 
Museum of Macedonja, Skopje 
Morocco  
Ministry of Culture (Directorate 
for Cultural Heritage), Rabat  
Portugal   
University of Évora (History 
Department), Évora  
Qatar   
Qatar Museum Authority, Doha 
Romania   
National Museum of Romanian 
History, Bucharest  
Saudi Arabia  
The National Museum, Riyadh  
Serbia   
The National Museum, Belgrade 
Spain  
National Museum of Decorative 
Art, Madrid  
Tunisia   
Higher Institute for the Study of 
Contemporary History of Tunisia 
(ISHMN), University of Manouba, 
Tunis  
Turkey   
Ministry of Culture and Tourism  
(General Directorate for Cultural 
Heritage and Museums), Ankara 
United Arab Emirates 
Sharjah Museum Department, 
Sharjah  
United Kingdom  
The British Museum, London  
 
Further contributing institutions 
USA 
Doris Duke Foundation of Islamic 
Art, Honolulu, Hawaii 
LACMA, Los Angeles 

http://www.sharinghistory.org/
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Partners and Sponsors 
 
Four partner meetings held between December 2012 and May 2014 enabled the team to 
develop every component of the project, define criteria and discuss critical issues in a 
collaborative effort. Sharing History has been largely financed by the partner institutions 
(travel costs and payments in kind). MWNF was responsible for coordination and the 
financing of joint costs, drawing partly on support from the Sharjah Museums Department 
and Yasar University Izmir (strategic sponsors) and on specific contributions from other 
project partners. On the Austrian side, Sharing History received grants from the Federal 
Chancellery, the Foreign Ministry and Ministry of Science. 
 
Idea, Initiative and Background  
 
The project Sharing History is the initiative of the international organisation Museum With 
No Frontiers and an idea from Eva Schubert, its founder and chief executive. Many years 
of experience in the planning and realisation of multilateral projects have enabled MWNF 
to build one of the most active cultural networks and establish the largest online museum 
to date. MWNF’s working method follows precise criteria and is based on the 
fundamental principle of depicting history and culture from the perspective of each 
country.  
 
Sharing History is the latest component in MWNF’s goal of promoting mutual 
understanding through innovative interpretations of history and culture, which began 
with the thematic travel guides Islamic Art in the Mediterranean (1996–2004) and the 
virtual museum Discover Islamic Art (2004–2007). 
 
Cooperation with the Arab League 
 
Sharing History was established within the framework of the partnership between MWNF 
and the Arab League. The goal of this partnership is to promote knowledge of the Arab 
world and dialogue with the West, in particular Europe, through joint projects in the areas 
of education, culture and tourism. 
 
 
 
For further information 
Eva Schubert 
President and Chief Executive 
Museum With No Frontiers (MWNF) 
Tel: +43 676 7444666 
E-mail: eva.schubert@museumwnf.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:eva.schubert@museumwnf.net
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Links 
 
 
MWNF Portal   
http://www.museumwnf.org/ 
  
 
Sharing History  
Homepage http://www.sharinghistory.org/ 
About the Project | Historical Background 
http://www.sharinghistory.org/historical_background.php 
Virtual Exhibitions http://www.sharinghistory.org/exhibitions/AWE/index.php 
Timeline http://www.sharinghistory.org/hcr_home.php 
Database http://www.sharinghistory.org/database_searchform.php 
Partner Institutions http://www.sharinghistory.org/pm_partner_list.php 
 
 
About MWNF 
Profile http://www.museumwnf.org/atrium_about.php 
MWNF Chronology http://www.museumwnf.org/atrium_chronology_home.php 

http://www.museumwnf.org/
http://www.sharinghistory.org/
http://www.sharinghistory.org/historical_background.php
http://www.sharinghistory.org/exhibitions/AWE/index.php
http://www.sharinghistory.org/hcr_home.php
http://www.sharinghistory.org/database_searchform.php
http://www.sharinghistory.org/pm_partner_list.php
http://www.museumwnf.org/atrium_about.php
http://www.museumwnf.org/atrium_chronology_home.php
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